OEDIPUS CONFLICT AND SUPER-EGO

of fluid by their mother and are ultimately directed against her
breast. I should like in this connection to point out the great im-
portance, hitherto little recognized, of urethra! sadism in the
development of the child.1 Phantasies, familiar to analysts, of flood-
ing and destroying things by means of great quantities of urine,2 and
the more generally known connection between playing with fire and
bed-wetting,3 are merely the more visible and less repressed signs
of the sadistic impulses which are attached to the function of urinating.
In analysing both children and adults I have constantly come across
phantasies in which urine was imagined as a burning, corroding and
poisoning liquid and as a secret and insidious poison. These urethral-
sadistic phantasies have a fundamental share in giving the penis the
unconscious significance of an instrument of cruelty and in bringing
about disturbances of sexual potency in the male. In a number of
instances I have found that bed-wetting was caused by phantasies of
this kind.

Every other vehicle of sadistic attack that the child employs, such
as anal sadism and muscular sadism, is in the first instance levelled
against its mother's frustrating breast; but it is soon directed to the
inside of her body, which thus becomes at once the target of every
highly intensified and effective instrument of sadism. In early
analysis these anal-sadistic destructive desires of the small child
constantly alternate with desires to destroy its mother's body by
devouring and wetting it; but their original aim of eating up and
destroying her breast is always discernible in them.4

1 In his 'The Narcissistic Evaluation of Excretory Processes in Dreams and
Neurosis' (1920) in connection with a case of strongly developed urethral
sadism, Abraham states that in neurotic persons 'we find the functions and
products of the bowel and bladder used as vehicles of hostile impulses'

(P- 3*9)-

2 Cf. in especial Freud, The Interpretation of Dreams (1900), and Three Essays
on the Theory of Sexuality (1905); also Sadger, eUber Urethralerotik' (1910);
Abraham, 'Ejaculatio Praecox' (1917) and 'The Narcissistic Evaluation of
Excretory Processes in Dreams and Neurosis'  (1920), and Rank, Psycho-
analytische Beitrage zur Myihenforschung (1919).

3 Cf. Freud's remarks on this connection in his 'Fragment of an Analysis of a
Case of Hysteria' (1905), S.E. 7, p. 71-72.

4 In his 'Short Study of the Development of the Libido' (1924) (p. 474)
Abraham has pointed out that criminal phantasies of manic patients are for
the most part directed against their mother, and he gives a striking example of
this in a patient who identified himself in his imagination with the Emperor
Nero, who killed his mother and wanted to burn down Rome (a mother
symbol). But according to Abraham these destructive impulses of the son
against his mother are secondary in character, being originally aimed at his
father. In my view these attacks on her body have their origin in oral-sadistic
attacks upon her breast and are therefore primary; but in so far as they are re-
inforced by his original hatred of his father's penis as he imagines it to exist
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